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Language Policy, Languages in Education and Physical
Wellbeing
Tayyaba Tamim (Main Author)
Hana Tariq (Co-Author)
Abstract
The paper uses capability approach to human development as an
evaluative framework to analyze the differential impacts of languages
learnt in private and government schools on the valued dimension of
participants’ health and physical wellbeing. The findings discussed, in the
paper, are a part of a wider 3-year qualitative study in urban Pakistan. The
data emerging from 16 cases (each case comprising a final year secondary
school student and his/her 5-6 year older same-sex siblings) reveal that
poorly learnt English, against the perspective of wide use of English in the
field of health in Pakistan, constrained the government school participants’
range of choices regarding their physical wellbeing. Insensitivity to the
linguistic diversity in the domain of health services and lack of linguistic
capital of English restricted their agency to access health related
information; participate in their management of health and make effective
choices. The paper argues for acknowledging the linguistic diversity of
Pakistan and making room for local languages in the provision of health
services, while expanding the opportunities for learning English in
Pakistan.
Keywords: health, languages in education, language policy,
capability approach

Introduction
Language policies and the question of languages in education, in
multilingual contexts, has been a subject of much debate because of the
implications for resurrection of inequality (Pennycook, 1998; Rahman,
2006; Skutnab-Kangas, 1998; Tollefson, 1991). Languages are a subtle but
potent tool of exclusion and discrimination (Bourdieu, 1991; Osama, 2012;
Rahman, 2006; Tamim, 2013a; Tamim, 2013b). Robinson’s (1996) study in
African development perspective shows how ethnic and gender-based
exclusion can result from the use of a certain language in development
projects. A recent collection of sociolinguistic papers highlights the
relationship of language choices and income poverty (Harbert, McConnellGinet, & Miller, 2008). However, there remains a gap for an integrated
approach that conceptualizes languages in education and language policy
in confluence with each other and explores it with reference to narrowly

NUML Journal of Critical Inquiry Vol 12 (11), December, 2013 ISSN 2222-5706

The Question of Reclamation of “Ghost” Lives in
J.M. Coetzee’s Foe
Mirza Muhammad Zubair Baig
Abstract
John Maxwell Coetzee’s Foe (1986) is a rewriting of Daniel Defoe’s
Robinson Crusoe (1719). In this rewriting, the woman, Susan Barton, has
attempted at the excavation of the “ghost” lives from the canonical text.
The fight for reclamation and recognition of the excluded other has been
partially successful as major part of their life narratives remain inaccessible
even in the retelling. This rewriting works on the other as “bearer” or
“maker” of meaning moving to and fro from the world of silence to speech
and vice versa. Susan’s resistant voice to patriarchy and colonial master
interrogates the classic text but her presence in the narrative is directly
confronted by the oppressive patriarchy to the effect that her partial story
is delivered stillborn and larger part remains inaccessible for the readers.
Keywords: canon, rewriting/retelling, patriarchy, colonialism,
silences

Introduction
This essay explores how far the rewritings of the Western
canonical texts could “re-right” the absences stereotyped in the patriarchal
and colonial cultures. I have, particularly, focused on the feminist and
postcolonial themes of voice, identity and representation of the
marginalized. The imperial and patriarchal Other standardize the “lesser
beings” of women and the colonized. The normative structures of
canonicity mispresent and erase the objectified other to their advantage
(Baig, 2012).
Robinson Crusoe’s story has been interrupted by Susan Barton’s
narrative in Foe which is a rewriting of castaways, Susan Barton and Friday;
and challenges the representation of the other by the imperial Other. The
narrative of heroic Crusoe has also been shared by a woman and Friday
who reclaim their part of the adventure. At the same time, it is also the
story of a kidnapped daughter and a missing mother.
Foe, the English writer, is shown in debt with diminished energies
for writing. Susan faces a daughter looking for her missed mother and
claims her (Susan) to be her mother who does not recognize the girl. It is
revealed in the text that it is Foe’s move to interpolate a daughter looking
for her lost mother in the plot of Susan’s story in order to make her story
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Punjabi Parents’ Perception of Punjabi as Their Children’s
Mother Tongue
Aamir Shafi
Abstract
This study aims to explore the value which Punjabi parents attach
to their mother tongue, especially with regard to its impact on their
children. Two research questions related to the possible factors for
indifference, namely Punjabi’s role in providing a reasonable job and
educational standards reflected by the Punjabi language, were formulated.
A convenient sample of 75 Punjabi parents was selected. Questionnaires,
containing six independent and six dependent variables, were distributed
among the participants. As the study explores the phenomenon of parents’
indifference, it may be regarded as exploratory and quantitative in nature.
The results indicate that the parents do not consider Punjabi to be either
economically beneficial or to have positive effect on education. A certain
degree of linguistic insecurity is found among parents with regard to their
mother tongue.
Keywords: mother tongue, indifference, linguistic insecurity

Introduction
Mother tongue gives an individual, as well as a group, his cultural
identity. It is thus a common phenomenon world over that people
communicate with their young ones in their mother tongue. The mother
tongue is also a source of arousing feelings of loyalty with the group. To
understand this concept we may imagine a situation when a person, living
among speakers of a foreign language, hears his mother tongue and
instantly becomes attentive to what is being said. This is because he
experiences a sentimental bond with his mother tongue. UNESCO and
other international organizations have also recognized the importance of
mother tongue in the upbringing and development of a child.
Looking at the relative status of various major regional languages
spoken in Pakistan, Punjabi comes across as the least popular among its
native speakers. Jaffrelot (2002) observes that there is not a single Punjabi
newspaper in Pakistan, and there is not a single school where Punjabi is
taught.
Terdiman (1985) observes that language is closely associated with
realities of power and selection of a language as medium of instruction can
push others to periphery in terms of status and prestige. Shah (1997)
points towards the irony of the situation in Punjab (see appendix 1) as he
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Etymological and String Analysis of Portuguese-Urdu
Shared Vocabulary
María Isabel Maldonado García
Ana Borges
Abstract
The current study is framed within the discipline of applied
linguistics and falls within the scope of contrastive analysis between
Portuguese and Urdu. Portuguese and Urdu are Indo-European languages,
hence, share a genetic relationship. In addition, they integrate elements
from other languages such as Arabic and Persian. The originality of this
study is based on the fact that until now, comparative studies of both
languages are inexistent. In addition, both have integrated different
elements belonging to other languages, such as Arabic and Persian. Lexical
borrowing plays a fundamental role in this study considering the
Portuguese presence in India for centuries. A comparative analysis of
phonetically similar terms in Portuguese and Urdu is performed in order to
confirm their common origin, and level of similarity in the form through an
etymological and string analysis. This investigation is a very interesting
and important didactic instrument for the Pakistani students of Portuguese
language and the Portuguese speaking students of Urdu, who will learn
how to identify shared vocabulary between these languages, and utilize
this vocabulary for learning a second language. It is equally important for
those interested in the studies of Portuguese and Urdu.
Keywords: shared vocabulary, linguistic similarities, bilingualism,
historical linguistics

Introduction

The purpose of this research is to analyze 10 sets of terms which
present phonetic similarities in Portuguese and Urdu languages. The
rationale behind the comparison is to assist language students in the
identification of shared vocabulary. In this case, it will be revealed
whether the pairs have a common origin or not and possess other
elements of similarity, such as semantics. The words from Portuguese
language are balde, braço, chá, chave, dez, girafa, hospital, sono, toalha,
tu.
As we move forward within the study, we should mention briefly
the history of comparative linguistics. This is a branch of historical
linguistics that deals precisely with the comparison between languages and
thus establishes among them historical relations, for example their genetic
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