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�ega� �ode of �o�du�t for the e�ta��i�hme�t of a� idea� �o�iety i� a�� 
re�pe�t� of �ife� �he orie�ta�i�t� �ith �ou�d a�d u��ia�ed mi�d� �ot o��y 
�o�firmed the�e e�ide��e� �ut a��o �ategori�a��y re�e�ted the �ie�� of the 
e�tremi�t orie�ta�i�t�� �hey pro�ed that the opi�io�� of tho�e �rie�ta�i�t� 
�ho �e�t agai��t the e�i�te��e of the �ega� �y�tem i� the e�tire �ife of the 
�o�y Prophet ���� �ere irratio�a�� i��ogi�a� a�d irre�e�a�t to the 
u�de�ia��e proof� of hi�tory� �o the �o�tradi�tio�� amo�g orie�ta�i�t� o� 
thi� i��ue �upport the idea that the orie�ta�i�t� �ho de�ied the �ega� �tatu� 
of Prophet Mu�ammad ��� a�d the e�i�te��e of ���ami� �a� i� the 
ear�ie�t day� of ���am are utter�y pre�udi�ed i� re�pe�t to the �a�i� of 
���ami� tea�hi�g� a�d ideo�ogy� 
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�e �o��ider� the �ur��� a do�ume�t more �ega� tha� the 
Pe�tateu�h� �e �tate� that if �ura��� mai� fi�e type� of tea�hi�g� �i�e 
prea�hi�g� Po�emi��� �torie� a��u�io� to the Prophet�� ��� �ife a�d 
�egi��atio� are �tudied deep�y� it �a� ea�i�y �e dedu�ed that �ura� 
�o�tai�� �ega� data more tha� the Pe�tateu�h� the �ora� �hi�h i� famou� 
a� �the �a�� i� the �or�d���� 

�he pi�ture of ear�y ���ami� �a� depi�ted �y �o�d�iher �ho�� a� if 
it� e�i�te��e �a� u��ertai� a�d u��ta��e� �ut �it�gra�d a�d �ou��o� 
de�y hi� the�i�� �it�gra�d �o�firm� the mode of ���ami� �a� �y a��erti�g 
that ���am i�trodu�e� �od a� the o��y root of �egi��atio� a�d de�ie� a�y 
huma� authority to �egi��ate� ��� 

�� �� �ou��o� e�hoe� the �imi�ar �o��ept� �e �ay� that �od o��y 
ha� the authority of �a��gi�i�g a�d �i� prime authority o�er a�� the 
fie�d� of �o�iety �a� out of �ue�tio�� 

��he pr����p�e that �o� �a� the o��� �a�����er a�� that 
��� �o��a�� �a� to ha�e �upre�e �o�tro� o�er a�� 
a�pe�t� o� ���e �a� ��ear�� e�ta����he���

��� 

�� a�other p�a�e� �ou��o� �pea�� more �pe�ifi�a��y a�d re�e�t� 
��ha�ht�� e�treme a��umptio��� �e e�p�i�it�y �ay� that �ura� 
i�trodu�ed i��ue� re�ated to the Mu��im �o�iety �ith �hi�h Muhammad 
��� dea�t� �e doe� �ot a��ept ��ha�ht�� a��umptio� that the proof of the 
a��dith o� �a� doe� �ot go �a�� ear�ier tha� the year ��� A��� �e 
�o��ider� ��ha�ht�� a��umptio� a� �oid a�d fa�ri�ated���� 

�����u���� 
�� the pre�e��e of a�� the pre�iou� proof� of ratio�a� a�d traditio�a� 

a�a�y�i� of the �i�i�e �u��ah a�d phi�o�ophy of prophet hood 
e�perie��ed �y the huma�ity throughout the hi�tory of the prophet�� 
e�ide��e of �ura�i� �omma�d� of Prophet Muhammad�� ��� �ega� 
authority� hi�tori�a� e�ide��e of hi� �udi�ia� a�ti�itie�� a�d fi�a��y the 
�a�a��ed opi�io�� of a good �um�er of orie�ta�i�t� i� fa�our of ���ami� 
�ie� poi�t o� the �ega� authority of the Prophet ��� a�d the e�i�te��e of 
�tro�g a�d �omprehe��i�e �ega� �y�tem i� ear�y ���am� it i� diffi�u�t to 
a��ume that Prophet Muhammad ��� �either had the a�i�ity a�d authority 
�or �e i�te�ded to �reate a �e� �ega� �y�tem� �herefore� it �ou�d �afe�y 
�e �o���uded that the Prophet Muhammad �����u�t �i�e the pre�iou� 
promi�e�t Prophet�� �a� �e�to�ed �ith the �ega� �tatu� a�d a �omp�ete 

�����������������������������������������������������������
��� �tudie� i� ���ami� �i�tory a�d ���titutio��� ����  
��� �it�gra�d� �� �� �he A��eged �e�t of ���ami� to �oma� La�� La� �uarter�y 

�e�ie�� �� ��a�uary ������ ��� 
��� �ou��o�� �� �� A hi�tory of ���ami� La�� �Lahore� Lahore La� Pu��i�atio��� �� ��� 
��� ��id�� ������ 
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ha�e �a�th �� ���ah a�� the �a� o� �u���e�t a�� �ho o�te� 
�a�� ���ah to re�e��ra��e����� 
���� �hat�oe�er the Me��e��er ���e� �ou� ta�e �t� ��� 
�hat�oe�er he �or���� �ou� a��ta�� �ro� �t a�� �eep �our 
�ut�� �o� ���ah �� �ter� �� repr��a������ 

�hi� mea�� that Mu��im� �hou�d fo��o� the foot�pri�t� of the Prophet 
��� i� a�� the a�pe�t� of �ife� A� ta�i�g the pre�iou� dire�tio�� a�d 
i��tru�tio�� of the ho�y �ur��� it �eem� ��ear that Prophet�� ��� �omma�d� 
a�d a�tio�� �ere ide�ti�a� �ith the dire�tio�� of the A�mighty �e�au�e they 
�ere �e�tio�ed �y the A�mighty �im�e�f through re�e�atio�� A� �ur��� 
e�p�ai��� 

���� �e �oe� �ot �pea� o� ��� �e��re �ut �hate�er �e 
�pea�� �� the �����e re�e�at�o� re�ea�e� to �������� 

���a�t�a� ���e�ta���t� �� ����het�� �ega� Auth���t� a�� the 
e���te��e �� �ega� ���te� �� ea��� ���a�� 

�e�ide� the �i�i�e phi�o�ophy of Prophet hood� the �it�e�� of 
�ega� a�d �udi�ia� a�ti�itie� i� ear�y ���am the impartia� opi�io�� of a 
�o��idera��e �um�er of orie�ta�i�t� ha�e a��o go�e ��o�e to the Mu��im 
�o��ept of Prophet�� ��� �ega� authority � �i� �egi��ati�e a�d �udi�ia� 
ro�e a�d the e�i�te��e of �ega� �y�tem i� ear�y ���am� �hey �ot o��y 
�po�e i� fa�our of Mu��im �ie��poi�t �ut a��o re�e�ted the �ie�� of 
�o�d�iher� ��ha�ht� a�d A�der�o� et�� �he fi�di�g� of �ome ��ho�ar� 
�eem perti�e�t to �e me�tio�ed here� 

�o�atha� A��� �ro�� de��ri�e� the �udi�ia� a�d the po�iti�a� 
fu��tio� of the Prophet ��� i� the �a�t day� of hi� �ife� �e a��ert�� 

��he Prophet tau�ht thou�a��� o� �o��o�er�� ��tere�te� ��th 
h�� �o��u��t� �or t�e�t��three �ear�� a�� a�te� a� a �u��e 
a�� po��t��a� �ea�er �or the �a�t te���

��� 
A�other orie�ta�i�t �� �� �oitei� �o���ude� that the �o��ept of 

�ega� �y�tem �a� �ot the out�ome of �e�t �ura�i� �ommu�ity �ut �a� 
formatted �y the Prophet him�e�f���� 

�oitei� �erifie� the e�i�te��e of �ega� �y�tem i� ear�y ���am 
de��ri�ed i� the �ur���� �e �ote� that the ho�y Prophet rea�i�ed that 
e�e� �o�id �ega� i��ue� �ere a �e�e��ary part a�d par�e� of the hea�e��y 
me��age to the �ommu�ity� A��ordi�g to him the�e �ega� matter� �ere 
dedu�ed from the ho�y �ur�a������

�����������������������������������������������������������
��� �urah A��A������� 
��� �urah A���a�hr��� 
��� �urah A���a�m����� 
��� �ro��� �adith� Muhammad�� Lega�y i� the Medi�a� a�d Moder� �or�d� ���� 
��� �oitei�� �� ��� �tudie� i� ���ami� �i�tory a�d ���titutio�� �Leide�� ������ ���� 
��� ��id� �������  
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�er�e� of i�herita��e �������� �� de�ided to gi�e the �hare� of 
i�herita��e pre��ri�ed i� the �ur�a� to tho�e �ho are e�tit�ed �y 
the �ur�a� to re�ei�e a�d the� to gi�e the re�t to hi� ��o�e�t ma�e 

re�ati�e����� 
�or more pra�ti�a� e�amp�e� of �egi��ati�e a�d �udi�ia� pro�eedi�g� 

from the �ife of Prophet Muhammad ���� the reader� are re�omme�ded to 
�o��u�t the fo��o�i�g t�o �oo�� i� �a�� ur��a�m���� ���y��opedia of 
��rah� 

�� �oo� i�� Muhammad a� a Legi��ator� 
�� �oo� �� Muhammad a� a �udge� 

��� �u���� �� �e ��e�e�� 
A�� the prophet� �ere �e�t to �e o�eyed �y their re�pe�ti�e �atio��� 

A��ah A�mighty �ay�� 
��e ha�e �e�t �o Me��e��er �a�e that he �hou�� �e o�e�e� 
�� ���ah�� �ea�e��

��� 
��edie��e to the prophet� �a� �a��ed the rea� o�edie��e to the 

A�mighty� �he Lord of �ord� �ay� further� 
��ho�er o�e�� the �po�t�e o�e�� ���ah� �ut a�� o�e �ho 
tur�� a�a�� �e ha�e �ot �e�t thee to �at�h o�er �the�r e��� 
�ee�����

��� 
Ma�y other �er�e� of the ho�y �ur��� ma�e the o�edie��e to the 

Prophet ��� a� o��igatio� for the Mu��im�� �ur��� �ay�� 
��a�� ���e� ���ah a�� the Me��e��er�� �ut �� the� tur� a�a�� 
���ah �oe� �ot �o�e the u��e��e�er������ 

�t �ay� o� a�other p�a�e� 
���e� ���ah a�� the Me��e��er� �o that perhap� �ou ���� ���� 
�er������� 

A�d agai� it i� �omma�ded to the �e�ie�er�� 
�� �e��e�er�� o�e� ���ah� a�� o�e� the Me��e��er a�� tho�e �� 
author�t� a�o�� �ou� �� �ou �hou�� ���pute re�ar���� a��th���� 
re�er �t to ���ah a�� the Me��e��er� �� ���ee� �ou �e��e�e �� 
���ah a�� the �a�t �a�� �h�� �� �etter a�� �a�rer �� the ���ue����� 

��� �he ���e ���e� ��� �u������ 
�he �ur��� de��ri�e� the �ay of the �o�y Prophet� a� a �ife�patter� 

�u��ah� for the Mu��im �ommu�ity� �t �ay�� 
��ou ha�e �� ���ah�� �e��e��er a �o��e �o�e� �or a�� �ho�e 

�����������������������������������������������������������
��� �a�� ur��a�m��� ���y��opaedia of ��rah� ���� 
��� �urah A���i������ 
��� ��id���� 
��� �urah ���e���mr������ 
��� ��id����� 
��� �urah A���i����� 
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re�po��i�i�ity� to e�p�ai� ea�h �er�e a�d ea�h �ord of the �o�y �ur��� 
�oth ora��y a�d pra�ti�a��y� 

��� Leg���at��� 
A��ah authori�ed the �o�y Prophet ��� to �egi��ate for the regu�ar �ife 

of the �ommu�ity� �e defi�e� the prophet�� ��� ro�e a� a �egi��ator i� the�e 
�ord�� 

��e ���� �a�e �a��u� �or the� a�� �oo� th���� a�� proh���t 
�or the� o��� the �ou�� a�� ���� re��e�e the� o� the�r �ur�e� 
a�� the �etter� �h��h �ere �et upo� the�� �he� tho�e �ho 
�e��e�e �� h��� ho�or a�� he�p h��� a�� �o��o� the ���ht 
�h��h �� �e�t �o�� ��th h��� the� are the �u��e���u������ 

A� a re�u�t� a�� the �ompa�io�� admitted the ho�y Prophet�� �tatu� a� 
a �a� gi�er ��� a�d �o��idered �a�fu� �hat �a� made �a�fu� �y the ho�y 
Prophet ��� a�d �tri�t�y a�oided �hat �a� prohi�ited �y the �im�  

�ur��� e�p�i�it�y defi�e� the �udi�ia� authority of the �o�y Prophet� 
�t �ay�� 

��ut �o� �� th� �or�� �he� ���� �ot �e��e�e u�t�� the� �a�e 
�ou the �u��e re�ar���� the ���a�ree�e�t �et�ee� the�� 
the� the� �ha�� ���� �� the��e��e� �o ��pe���e�t tou�h��� 
th� �er���t� �ut �ha�� �urre��er �� �u�� �u������o���

��� 

�omp�ete o�edie��e a�d �u�mi��io� to the de�i�io�� of the ho�y 
Prophet �a� �ompu��ory for the �omp�etio� of o�e�� �e�ief i� ���am� �� 
fa�t� Prophet�� di�o�edie��e mea�t the de�ia� of ���am a�d it� tea�hi�g�� 

�i�tory �ho�� that duri�g the �ife of the ho�y Prophet ��� a�� the 
di�pute� a�d �a�e� �ere referred to the ho�y Prophet ��� �ho u�ed to �udge 
a�d de�ide a�� of them �ith e�uity a�d �u�ti�e irre�pe�ti�e of �a�te� �reed or 
a�y re�atio��hip i� �omp�ete �ohere��e �ith the di�i�e �pirit of �u�ti�e� 
�ome of the Prophet�� ��� de�i�io�� are �ei�g me�tio�ed here a� a proof of 
the �udi�ia� a�ti�ity a�d pra�ti�e of the ho�y Prophet ���� 

�� ���e the ho�y Prophet ordered to �ut off a Mu��im �oma��� ha�d 
�e�au�e of her a�t of theft� �ome of hi� �ompa�io�� thought it �o a 
�igger �e�te��e a�d re�ue�ted �im to �et her off� �ut the ho�y 
Prophet a�hored the idea a�d app�ied the pu�i�hme�t �y �ayi�g� 

��a� �he �ee� �at��a� the �au�hter o� Muha��a�� � �ou�� 
ha�e �ut o�� her ha����

��� 

�� ���e �a�ir �i� A�du��ah fe�� i�� a�d a��ed the ho�y Prophet ho� to 
di�tri�ute hi� property� �he ho�y Prophet� after the re�e�atio� of the 

�����������������������������������������������������������
��� �urah A���A�r�f����� 
��� �urah A���i������ 
��� �a�� ur��a�m��� ���y��opaedia of ��rah� �Lo�do�� Mu��im ��hoo�� �ru�t� ������ 

������ 
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orie�ta�i�t� a�d �a�� ur��a�m�� that they �o���iou��y ig�ored the e�ide��e 
of the �ur��� �hi�h �a� re�ea�ed a�d pre�er�ed �oth i� �riti�g a�d 
memory duri�g the �ife of the Prophet� 

�t �eem� perti�e�t here to de��ri�e the o�er a�� pi�ture of the �tatu�� 
re�po��i�i�itie� a�d the a�ti�itie� of the Prophet a� defi�ed �y the A�mighty i� 
the �ur���� �he �i�i�e phi�o�ophy of prophethood ha� �ee� e�p�ai�ed u�der 
the �ariou� di�ti��t ro�e� a��ig�ed to the ho�y Prophet ���� �he�e are a��  
a�� ��te���ete� �� the ���� �u����� 

�t ha� �ee� the �u��ah of the A�mighty� throughout the hi�tory of 
prophethood� that A��ah �e�t �i� promi�e�t Prophet� �ith the �o�y �oo�� 
a� �omp�ete �ode� of �o�du�t for a�� the fa�et� of �ife a�d a��ed them a�� to 
e�p�ai� the �i�i�e me��age �oth theoreti�a��y a�d pra�ti�a��y� A��ah 
�omma�d� the Prophet� 

���� �e ���p�re� to �ou � Muha��a� � � the re�e��ra��e �the 
�ur���� to e�p�a�� to the peop�e a�� that ha� �ee� re�ea�e� to the� �o 
that the� �a� hope�u��� po��er����� 

A��ordi�g to the Mu��im ��ho�or�� true u�der�ta�di�g of the �o�y 
�ur��� i� impo��i��e �ithout the a��urate per�eptio� of the �u��ah of the 
Prophet ���� �i��e the �o�y �ur��� i� the di�i�e ��ripture of the mo�t 
�omprehe��i�e ru�e� the e�p�a�atio� of �hi�h re�uired their pra�ti�a� 
imp�eme�tatio�� �herefore� it ha� �ee� the �u��ah of the A�mighty that �e 
�ho�e Prophet� from amo�g the huma� �ei�g� for the true a�d app�i�a��e 
e�ege�i� of the �i�i�e ��ripture�� �or e�amp�e �ur��� �omma�d� to gi�e 
�a�ah� �i�e� �ompu��ory �harity pre��ri�ed �y A��ah a�d hi� Prophet�� �ut 
doe� �ot Pro�ide the �e�e��ary i��tru�tio�� for the �omp�ete 
imp�eme�tatio� of the �a��t �y�tem� A�� of the�e i��tru�tio�� ha�e �e�� 
�ee� pro�ided i� Prophet�� �ay of �ife� �hi� �a� �hy Muhammad��� �a� 
re�uired to e�p�ai� a�� �u�h �omma�dme�t� a�d ru�e�� �ome of the 
orie�ta�i�t� ha�e right�y e�hoed the �ega� fu��tio� of prophet�� ��� �u��ah 
i� e�p�ai�i�g the guida��e a�d regu�atio�� �or e�amp�e� �o�atha� A��� 
�ro�� �tate�� 

��hrou�hout ���a��� h��tor�� the �a�t prepo��era��e o� 
Mu����� ha�e a��o a���r�e� that the tea�h���� o� the Prophet 
a��u�t� au��e�t a�� e�p�a�� the �o�� �oo�� a�thou�h the� 
ha�e ���a�ree� o� ho� a�� to �hat e�te�t �t o��ur�� �he 
�ura� �� �ot a �eta��e� �e�a� �a�ua�� ���� a�out ���e hu��re� 
�oo��� �er�e� pro���e �e�a� ���u�t�o��� a�� e�e� o� �a�or 
�ue�t�o�� �u�h a� r�tua� pra�er the �ura� �� o�te� �a�ue����� 

�o� it �a� a��ig�ed to the �o�y Prophet ���� a� a propheti� 

�����������������������������������������������������������
��� �urah A�����r����� 
��� �ro�� �o�atha�� A� �� �adith� Muhammad�� Lega�y i� the Medie�a� a�d Moder� 

�or�d� ���ford� ��e�or�d Pu��i�atio��� ������ ���� 
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did �ot ha�e the �apa�i�ity to do a�y of the �egi��ati�e �or����� 
�a�� ur��a�m��� a �e�� ��o�� Pa�i�ta�i ���ami�t� a��o re�e�t� the 

e�i�te��e of the �ega� a�ti�itie� of Prophet Muhammad ��� a�d the �ega� 
authority of �i� �u��ah� 

�e de��ri�e� the ��e�ario a�d a��e�t� that the ho�y Prophet �a� 
�a�i�a��y a mora� reformer� �ho �e�dom i�te�ded to ge�era� �egi��atio� a� a 
�our�e to further the ���ami� �ega� �au�e� ��� 

�a�� ur��a�m�� de��ri�e� the �o�y Prophet ��� ha�i�g �o time for 
�ega� regu�atio� �e�au�e of hi� i�du�ge��e i� mora� a�d po�iti�a� fight 
agai��t the Ma��a������ 

�� fa�t �a�� ur��a�m�� a�d the orie�ta�i�t� ha�e go�e �eyo�d the 
u�der�ta�di�g of the �i�i�e phi�o�ophy of prophethood a��ordi�g to �hi�h 
the Prophet� are �ot �e�t a� �o�e profe��io�a� �egi�t� defi�i�g the te�h�i�a� 
�ega� term� of �uri�prude��e �ut a� �o�ia�� po�iti�a�� a�d fi�a��y the re�igiou� 
reformer� �ho perform a�� of their fu��tio�� a�d dutie� �ithi� the �ega� 
�ou�darie� defi�ed �y the A�mighty� �eepi�g i� �ie� the �i�i�e 
phi�o�ophy of prophethood� it i� impro�a��e to a��ume� a� �a�� ur��a�m�� 
e�pre��ed� that the �o�y Prophet ��� had �itt�e or �o time for regu�atio� out 
of hi� po�iti�a� a�d mora� �trugg�e�  

�o �o�firm the �ie�� of orie�ta�i�t� a�d �a�� ur��a�m�� o� the 
e�i�te��e of �ega� �y�tem a�d the Prophet�� �ega� authority� it i� ta�tamou�t 
to admitti�g that� 

�� �he Authority of the �o�y Prophet �a� �ot �ega� �ut re�igiou� a�d 
po�iti�a� �ho did �ot i�te�d to ma�e �a��� 

�� A� a re�u�t ���am had �o �ega� �y�tem �efore the year ��� A��� �ut 
it had �ee� formu�ated i� the �e�o�d �e�tury A��� out of the 
�mmayad�� admi�i�trati�e pra�ti�e� 

�oth of the�e a��umptio�� �ou�d �e refuted i� thi� paper through the 
fo��o�i�g �trategie��  

�� �y the hi�tori�a� �i�i�e �u��ah a�d phi�o�ophy of prophethood� 
�� �y the �ega� i��tru�tio�� i� the �ery �ur��� that �a� o��iou��y 

re�ea�ed a�d �omp�eted �ithi� the Prophet�� ��� �ife� 
�� �y the �it�e�� of the ear�y ���ami� hi�tory� the �ega� tea�hi�g� a�d 

�udi�ia� a�ti�itie� of Prophet Muhammad ��� a�d �i� �ompa�io�� 
i� the ��t �e�tury A��� 

�� �y the impartia� a�d ��ho�ar�y opi�io�� of �ome other orie�ta�i�t� 
�o�tra�t to the a��umptio�� of tho�e �ho �e�t agai��t the rea�ity� 

�here i� a �a�i� te�h�i�a� a�d methodo�ogi�a� mi�ta�e do�e �y the 

�����������������������������������������������������������
��� ��ou��� �� �urgro��e� Muhammada�i�m ������� ��� 
��� �a�� ur��a�m��� ���ami� Methodo�ogy i� �i�tory� ��ara�hi� �e�tra� ���titute of 

���ami� �e�ear�h� ������ ��� 
��� ��id�� ��� 



�
Lega� Authority of the Prophet Muhammad a�d the �rie�ta�i�t���� �� 

�omp�eted duri�g the �ife of the ho�y Prophet� �o it �eem� i� �omp�ete 
�o�tra�t to the rea� a�d authe�ti� hi�tory of ���am to �uppo�e that the �ega� 
i��titutio� of ���am �ou�d �ot ha�e it� ge�e�i� u�ti� the e�di�g day� of the 
�mayyad ru�e���� 

Moreo�er� ��ha�ht e�p�i�it�y ta�e� the �ho�e of �ega� traditio�� a� 
�puriou� a�d fa�ri�ated a� they �ere �ir�u�ated �ot ear�ier tha� the �e�o�d 
�e�tury A��� �e �tate� that a�� the �ega� traditio�� are �ot o�der tha� the 
�e�o�d �e�tury A� ����� 

�ere ��ha�ht �o���iou��y ig�ore� the traditio�i�t�� re�t�e�� effort� to 
fou�d a mat�h�e�� di��ip�i�e of the �pre�er�atio� of hadith�� �hey� for the 
fir�t time i� the huma� hi�tory� i��e�ted �ariou� method� �i�e �aama ur 
ri�a�� a�d ��ar� �a ta�d��� for the ��ruti�y of the reporter�� A� thi� ge�re of 
�ega� traditio�� �a� �o��idered the mo�t importa�t part of the hadith 
�iterature therefore� the�e �ega� traditio�� �ere tra��ferred u�der the mo�t 
�tri�t ru�e� of ��ruti�y� ��ha�ht �o��ider� the �mayyad pra�ti�e a� ra� 
materia� for the �irth of ���ami� �ega� �y�tem i� the �e�o�d �e�tury A������ 

�e mo�e� o� a�d di��ard� the hi�tori�a� authe�ti�ity of a�� the 
Propheti� traditio�� o� ���ami� �a�� �e argue� that a�� of �u�h traditio�� are 
�puriou� a�d ha�e �o hi�tori�a� authe�ti�ity� 

�� hi� �ie�� it i� a�mo�t impro�a��e to �u��eed i� fi�di�g a�y of the 
traditio�� �o��er�i�g the ���ami� �a�� ��� 

�he�e are �ot o��y �o�d�iher a�d ��ha�ht �ut a��o a good �um�er of 
orie�ta�i�t� a�d their �piritua� pupi�� i� the �e�t a� �e�� a� i� the �a�t �ho 
e�pre�� the �imi�ar �ie�� a�out the e�i�te��e of �a� i� ear�y ���am a�d the 
prophet�� �ega� authority� �� �ya�� �or e�amp�e� a��ert� that Prophet 
Muhammad ��� had �o i�te�tio� to fi�d a�y of the �udi�ia� or �egi��ati�e 
�y�tem���� 

�imi�ar�y� A�der�o� e�pre��e� hi� opi�io� that Muhammad ��� did 
�o effort to produ�e a�y �omprehe��i�e �ega� �y�tem �e�au�e he �a� �ot i� 
a �uita��e po�itio� for thi� ta��� A��ordi�g to A�der�o�� he made �ome of 
the adho� ame�dme�t� i� the e�i�ti�g �u�tomary �a����� 

�imi�ar tre�d of fi�di�g� �a� �e tra�ed i� the �or�� of �� ��ou�� 
�urgro��e� �ho de��ri�e� that Muhammad ��� �a� �o �e�� �ua�ified that he 

�����������������������������������������������������������
��� ��ha�ht �o�eph� �rigio�� of Muhammada� �uri�prude��e� ���� 
��� ��id� ���� 
��� ��id� �� 
��� ��ha�ht� A� ��trodu�tio� to ���ami� La�� �� 
��� �� �ya�� �i�toire de ��orga�i�atio� �udi�iare e� Pay� d� ���am� �Leide�� ������ ��� 

�uoted i� A�ami� M� Mu�tafa� �� ��ha�ht�� �rigi�� of Muhammada� 
�uri�prude��e ��iyadh� �i�g �aud ��i�er�ity� ������ ��� 

��� ������ A�der�o�� �e�e�t �e�e�opme�t� i� �har��a La��� Mu��im �or�d� ��� 
������ ���� 
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���� author�t� �a� �ot �e�a� �ut� �or the �e��e�er�� re����ou� 
a��� �or the �u�e�ar�� po��t��a���

��� 
�t i� �o �tra�ge a�d a�to�i�hi�g for a �ommo� reader of �ur��� a�d 

���ami� �a� that ho� ��ha�ht� a �e�����o�� re�ear�her of ���ami� �ega� 
hi�tory� did ��aim that the ho�y Prophet�� �tatu� had �o �o��er� �ith the 
�ega� matter� �hi�e a good �um�er of �ura�i� �er�e� �o�firm a�d �erify 
the �ega� �tatu� a�d authority of the ho�y Prophet ��� i� the �o�iety� �t gi�e� 
ri�e to a �ue�tio� i� the reader�� mi�d that did ��ha�ht �ot read the�e 
�er�e� of the ho�y �ura� or he �o���iou��y ig�ored the �ura�i� �o��ept of 
prophethood�  

�e argue� that Muhammad ��� had �o i�te�tio� to ma�e a �e� �ega� 
�y�tem �ut to tea�h hi� fo��o�er� ho� to perform their ritua� dutie� � �e 
poi�t� out� 

��e�era��� �pea����� Muha��a� ��� ha� ��tt�e rea�o� to 
�ha��e the e���t��� �u�to�ar� �a���

��� 
�t ha� A��ay� �ee� �o �ogi�a� a�d �atura� �i�i�e �u�tom of 

Prophethood that A��ah A�mighty �e�t the Prophet� �ith �ot o��y ha�i�g 
the authority to ame�d the e�i�ti�g �a�� �ut a��o �ith a huge �et of �ega� 
ru�e� a�d regu�atio�� that �a� �e e�tit�ed a� ��omp�ete �ega� �y�tem�� �ut 
o� the other �ide� it i� ��ha�ht a�d �ome of hi� fe��o� �rie�ta�i�t� �ho 
de�y thi� hi�tori�a� �i�i�e traditio� of Prophethood� 

ii� �� hi� �e�o�d �ie� poi�t� ��ha�ht dedu�e� that a� a re�u�t of the 
�tatu� a�d the i�te�tio� of the ho�y Prophet ���� ���ami� �a� �ou�d �ot ha�e 
it� ge��i� u�ti� the �e�o�d �e�tury after �i�rah���� 

A��ordi�g to him� Muhammada� �a� �tarted i� the �e�o�d �e�tury 
after �i�ra� a�d the Prophet a�d hi� ear�ier �u��e��or� �ou�d p�ay �o ro�e to 
i�trodu�e a�y �ega� �y�tem� A� a re�u�t� ��ha�ht a��ume� that the fir�t 
�e�tury of ���am �a� �ed �y the �ommu�ity �ithout a�y �et of �ega� ru�e� 
a�d pro�eedi�g�� �t i� �o partia� opi�io� for a re�ear�her to a��ume that the 
re�igio� ha�i�g the �arge�t �ega� �y�tem had �o �ega� �y�tem i� it� formati�e 
period of the fir�t �e�tury after �i�ra�   

�e opi�e� �ategori�a��y�  
��ur �o���u��o�� �o �ar ha�e �e� u� to the �e������� o� the 
�e�o�� �e�tur� ���� a� the t��e �� �h��h Muha���a� 
�ur��pru�e��e �tarte��

��� 
A� a�� of the ���ami� tea�hi�g�� di��ip�i�e� a�d i��titutio�� �ere 

�����������������������������������������������������������
��� ��ha�ht �o�eph� A� ��trodu�tio� to ���ami� La�� ��e�hi� ��i�er�a� La� Pu��i�hi�g 

�o� ����A���� ��� 
��� ��id� 
��� ��id�� ��� 
��� ��ha�ht �o�eph� �rigio�� of Muhammada� �uri�prude��e� ���ford� at the 

��are�do� Pre��� ������ ���� 
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A��ordi�g to him �u�t after the Prophet the e�pa�ded �a�iphate 
a�d it� popu�atio� of mu�ti �ommu�itie� too� �ariou� �ha�ge� i� �o�ia�� 
po�iti�a� a�d re�igiou� �ature of the �o�iety that defi�ite�y dema�ded a 
�omp�ete �ega� �y�tem for the �o�utio� of a�� the �e��y �or� i��ue�� 

�e �o��ider� the �o�y �ur��� too i��uffi�ie�t to pro�ide the 
e��e�tia� detai�� ho� to �i�e the dai�y �ife� �e �eem� to e�pre�� that the 
ho�y �ur����� �ega� �ou�darie� �ere �o �ma�� that they �ou�d �ot �o�er 
a�d a���er �ariou� dema�d� a�d �ue�tio�� of dai�y �ife�  

�e poi�t� out the rea�o� for �u�h a �imited�e�� of Prophet�� ��� 
�a�� �e opi�e�� 

�Muha��e� a�� h�� he�per� ha� �oo�e� a�ter the �o�t 
���e��ate �ee���

��� 

�i� argume�t �ho�� that the Prophet a�d hi� �u��e��or�� �hi�e 
dea�i�g �ith �ega� matter�� had �o ��et�h of the �ide�i�g ra�ge of the 
�o�ia� �ife a�d it� �e��y �or� dema�d�� �i� opi�io� poi�t� out that they 
�ere a�tua��y dea�i�g �ith the pro��em� �omi�g i� fro�t of them 
�urre�t�y a�d the regu�atio�� made �y them had �o �o��er� �ith the 
ri�i�g pro��em� of up�omi�g �ommu�ity� �e �o���ude� hi� a�a�y�i� of 
the a��e��e of a�y �ega� de�e�opme�t duri�g the ho�y Prophet�� ��� �ife 
i� the�e �i�e�� 

��hat �atter� �or our purpo�e �� ���p�� to re�o����e that �� 
���a� �e�a� �e�e�op�e�t �o��e��urate ��th pu���� �ee� 
�e�a� ���e��ate�� a�ter the Prophet�� �eath�

��� 

�ere �o�d�iher �ea�e� a�ide a�� of the �ega� regu�atio�� a�d 
dea�i�g� of the ho�y Prophet ��� a�d hi� �u��e��or� a�d argue� that �ega� 
dea�i�g� �ith the �eed� of the pu��i� de�e�oped o��y after the death of 
Prophet Muhammad� �p�omi�g part of thi� paper �i�� pro�e that 
�o�d�iher�� de�ia� of the �ega� pro�eedi�g� throughout the Prophet�� �ife 
i� �erified �either �y the hi�tory of ���ami� di��ip�i�e� �or �y the 
fi�di�g� of the impartia� orie�ta�i�t��  

��ha�ht a�� the ����het�� ��� ���e �� ���a��� La�� 
�o�eph ��ha�ht re�ume� a�d e�te�d� �o�d�iher�� �tudie� o� 

���ami� �a� i� hi� �or�� o� ���ami� �a� a�d �uri�prude��e� 
�e �tep� for�ard rather �pe�ifi�a��y o� thi� i��ue a�d �o���ude� hi� 
�ho�e di��u��io�� i� t�o poi�t��  
i� Mu��im �a� fe�� out�ide the �ephere of re�igio�� �hi� �a� �e�au�e 
�either Muhammad�� ��� authority �a� �ega� �or �e i�te�ded to ma�e a 
�e� �ega� �y�tem� 

�e defi�e� the �ature of Prophet�� ��� authority i� the�e �i�e�� 

�����������������������������������������������������������
��� �o�d�iher �g�a�� ��trodu�tio� to ���ami� �heo�ogy a�d La�� ��� 
��� ��id�� ������ 
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�uma� hi�tory �it�e��e� that a �i�i�i�ed �o�ia� �ife i� impo��i��e 
�ithout the true imp�eme�tatio� of a mature a�d �ogi�a� �ega� �y�tem a� �o 
�i�i�i�ed �atio� i� huma� hi�tory �ed a�y �ort of it� �o�ia�� po�iti�a� or 
e�o�omi� �ife �ithout a �et of ru�e� a�d regu�atio��� Pea�e� pro�perity a�d 
�o��e�ti�e �u�tai�a��e de�e�opme�t i� depe�de�t upo� it� �ega� a�d �udi�ia� 
�y�tem� �ategori�a��y �pea�i�g� the �ord of ��atio�� �a��ot �e app�ied to a 
�o�iety that �a��� a �ega� �ode of �ife� ���am� throughout it� hi�tory from 
�Adam to Prophet Muhammad ���� �ed it� Prophet� a�d their fo��o�er� 
�ith �omprehe��i�e �ut �imp�e a�d �atura� �et of u�i�er�a� ru�e� guidi�g 
them ho� to �i�e a�� the fa�et� of �o�ia�� po�iti�a� a�d e�o�omi� �ife �ith 
the a���o��edgme�t of �e�e��ary �i�i�e a�d huma� right��  

�efore the ho�y Prophet Po�ythei�m had �e�ome the �e� �ym�o� of 
Ma��ah� �here �a� �o orga�i�ed go�er�me�t a�d a� a re�u�t there �a� �o 
�ega� or �udi�ia� �y�tem through �hi�h the �u�ti�e �ou�d �e o�tai�ed� 
�i�pute� �ere rife throughout the Pe�i��u�a mo�t of �hi�h �a�ted for 
�e�turie� a�d �ere �ommo��y �ett�ed through �rude re�e�ge a�d �y �a��i�g 
ar�itrator��  

�hi� �a� the �o�ia� e��iro�me�t to �hi�h Muhammad ���� the �ea� 
of the Prophet�� �a� �e�t �ith A��ah�� me��age for huma�ity �herefore� it 
�tood the duty of thi� �a�t Prophet to �ett�e a�� the�e pro��em� of the 
Ara�ia� �o�iety �ith the effe�ti�e�e�� a�d the true imp�eme�tatio� of a 
�omp�ete �ega� �ode of �o�du�t� 

���e�ta���t� �� the ����het�� Lega� Auth���t� a�� the ����te��e �� 
Lega� ���te� �� �a��� ���a�� 

�he �ho�e of the ear�y �ife of Mu��im �ommu�ity �ho�� that ���ami� 
�a� �ot o��y e�i�ted �ut �a� a��o fo��o�ed �y the �ommu�ity� the proof� of 
�hi�h �i�� �e di��u��ed �ater� �ere the �otio�� of the �rie�ta�i�t� a�d their 
Mu��im fo��o�er� are �ei�g me�tio�ed �ho �e�t agai��t thi� �a��grou�d 
of ���ami� �a��  

�o�d�iher �ead� the orie�ta�i�t� i� thi� regard a�d �tate� that the 
Prophet Muhammed�� ��� i��titutio�� �ou�d �ot pro�ide the �ega� �o�utio�� 
for the �ater �ir�um�ta��e� of the �a�t�y e��arged �o�iety���� 

�e de��ri�e� the rea�o� �e�au�e of �hi�h the �ega� regu�atio� �eeded 
after the �o�y Prophet ���� �e �tate�� 

���ter�a� �o��o���at�o� a�� ����tar� e�pa���o� ha� a�rea��� 
�ur��� the ru�e o� the ��r�t �a��ph�� the Prophet�� ���e��ate 
�u��e��or�� �o�tr��ute� to a �ha��e �� the �ature o� the 
�o��u��t����� 

�����������������������������������������������������������
��� �o�d�iher �g�a�� ��trodu�tio� to ���ami� �heo�ogy a�d La�� �Pri��eto�� Pri��eto� 

��i�er�ity Pre��� ������ ��� 
��� �o�d�iher �g�a�� ��trodu�tio� to ���ami� �heo�ogy a�d La�� ��� 
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Lega� Auth���t� �� the ����het �uha��a� ��� a�� the 
���e�ta���t�� A ���t��a� �tu�� 

�r� Mu�ammad �hah��d ���d � 
�r� Ar�had Mu�ir �� 

A����A�� 
�hi� re�ear�h paper i� produ�ed to ratio�a�i�e the e�i�te��e of �ega� 

�y�tem i� ear�y ���am� �i�th �e�tury after �hri�t� the �o�ia�� a�d po�iti�a�� 
�ife i� the Ara� �o�ietie� �a� the �or�t e�amp�e of mi�ma�ageme�t� 
Po�ythei�m a�d the tri�a� di�pute� �ere rife throughout the Pe�i��u�a� �hi� 
�a� the �o�ia� e��iro�me�t to �hi�h Mu�ammad ���� the �ea� of the 
Prophet�� �a� �e�t �ith A��ah�� me��age a� a guidi�g patter� for a 
�u��e��fu� �o�ia� �ife of huma�ity� �herefore� it �tood the duty of the �a�t 
Prophet to �ett�e a�� �u�h pro��em� of the �Ara�ia� �o�iety a�d the re�t of 
the �or�d �ith the effe�ti�e�e�� a�d the true imp�eme�tatio� of a �omp�ete 
�ega� �ode of �o�du�t� �ome of the orie�ta�i�t� ��o�ed their eye� from the 
u�de�ia��e hi�tori�a� fa�t� a�d de�ied the �ega� ro�e of the Prophet a�d the 
�ega� �y�tem of ���am� �heir i��ogi�a� a�d �uperfi�ia� opi�io�� ha�e �e�� 
�ee� de�ied �y a good �um�er of �ou�d ratio�a� proof� of the Prophet�� 
�ega� authority� the e�ega�t feature of ���ami� �ega� �y�tem a�d it� 
fu��tio�a� �hara�ter throughout the fir�t �e�tury A� �� a�d after�ard�� 
��pe�ia��y the ratio�a� �ie�� of �ome other orie�ta�i�t�� �uite ide�ti�a� �ith 
the hi�tori�a� fa�t� a�d �o�tra�t to the orie�ta�i�t�� a�ti����ami� �ie��� 
he�ped u� a� �e�� to �erify a�d �o���ude that the �ega� authority of a�� the 
Prophet� i���udi�g Prophet Muhammad ��� �a� �a��tio�ed �y A��ah 
A�mighty� �t i� �ugge�ted i� thi� re�ear�h �or� that e�ery reader of the 
hi�tory of ���ami� �tudie� �hou�d ha�e a deep u�der�ta�di�g of the �ega� 
a�ti�itie� of the ho�y Prophet ��� a�d the �ega� tea�hi�g� of the ho�y �ura� 
for a �o��i�e a�a�y�i� a�d �o���u�io� of thi� �a�t hi�tori�a� a�pe�t of 
���ami� tea�hi�g��  

��������� Prophet Muha��a�� �e�a� author�t�� �r�e�ta���t�� �e�a� 
���te�� �ar�� ���a�� 
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� Le�turer� ���ama�ad �o��ege for �oy�� ������ ���ama�ad 
�� A��o�iate Profe��or � �hairma�� �epartme�t of ���ami� �tudie�� ��i�er�ity of 

�u�rat 


