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The Contemporary Muslim Society and Discourse of Socio-

Cultural Life in Igbal’s Poetry: A Critical Appreciate from
the Quranic Milieu
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ABSTRACT

Allama Muhammad Igbal, the national poet of Pakistan, remains
influential in engendering the socio-cultural and political discourses of a
meritorious Muslim society. Qur'anic wisdom and prudence played a
momentous role in the construction of Igbal’s imagination of an ideal self
and community. Igbal’s poetry intertwined with Qur'an through
intertextual references dominates the production of meaning in his
versification. Consequently, many consider him the poet of the Qur'an.
Furthermore, his ideas on political, social and religious reforms and his
visualization of progress in life are enormously enthused by Qur'anic
sources. The literary parallel of Allama Igbal's poetry can be drawn with
Masnavi Maulana Rumi where Qur'anic judiciousness and sagacity play a
crucial role. Allama Igbal’s association with Qur'an remained rudimentary
throughout his life. The personal realization and embodiment of Quran in
Igbal’s life while confronting the traditional interpretations of the holy
book provides his poetry with a unique characterisation. Consequently,
since the inception of Pakistan in 1947, this remains a popular reformation
discourse that messages of Igbal’s poetry provide a powerful foundation
for the restructuring of the social structure. This article, while applying
anthropological theoretical framework, aims at exploring the Igbal’s
approach to the Qur'anic intertextuality in the backdrop of contested
interpretations of his poetry. It also investigates Igbal’s conceptions of an
ideal Muslim society and his propositions to overcome the socio-cultural
and political predicaments.

Keywords: Allama Muhammad Igbal, Poetry, Qur'an, Intertextuality,
Ideal Muslim Society, Social Structure Socio-Cultural System.
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.. sacred symbols function to synthesize a people's ethos

— the tone, character, and quality of their life, its moral and

aesthetic style and mood — and their world view —the

picture they have of the way things in sheer actuality are,

their most comprehensive ideas of order. In religious belief

and practice a group's ethos is rendered intellectually

reasonable by being shown to represent a way of life ideally
adapted to the actual state of affairs the world view

describes.""’
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... The insistence that religion has an autonomous essence -

not to be confused with the essence of science, or of politics,
or of common sense-invites us to define religion (like any

(1) Geertz Religion as a Cultural, Clifford (1973). System. In: Geertz. The
Interpretation of Cultures. New York: Basic Books, 87-125. 1973: pp.89-
90)
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essence) as a Trans historical and transcultural phenomenon.
It may be a happy accident that this effort of defining religion
converges with the liberal demand in our time that it be kept
quite separate from politics, law, and science - spaces in
which varieties of power and reason articulate our
distinctively modern life. This definition is at once part of a
strategy (for secular liberals) of the confinement, and (for

liberal Christians) of the defense of religion.
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(1)  Asad, Talal (1993). The Construction of Religion as an

Anthropological Category In: Genealogies of religion: Discipline and
reasons of power in Christianity and Islam. Baltimore: Johns
Hopkins University Press. 27-54, 1993. P.28).
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